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Higher prices of goods during an emergency can create problems, but usually, they are the best alternative for potential victims. It leads to suppliers being incentivized to sell essential goods and create less panic by ensuring that needed goods remain available in the store.  Compared to keeping the prices regular, it aids in natural rationing and encouraging conservation during emergencies (Shimshack et al. 2020). Raising prices will promote conservation among end-users so that any given supply of an item is rationed uniformly. Raising prices on essential goods where individuals only buy what is necessary will leave those now expensive items for those who genuinely need them. From a moral perspective, raising prices helps avoid commodity deprivation from a buyer who will hoard much of a commodity at a minimum cost (Rydzewski, 2020). The only downside of this is that customers pay very high prices, thus encouraging hoarding.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Compared to not raising the prices, essential goods will be bought up quickly, leading to shortages; thus, in as much as price gouging is seen as morally wrong, it has its economic and social benefits.
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